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Political and Economic Situation 

Political Background and Colombia’s Half Century Conflict 

�&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�����R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���R�O�G�H�V�W���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���:�H�V�W�H�U�Q���+�H�P�L�V�S�K�H�U�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���W�K�L�U�G���P�R�V�W���S�R�S�X�O�R�X�V��
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�3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���-�X�D�Q���0�D�Q�X�H�O���6�D�Q�W�R�V���G�H�F�O�D�U�H�G���W�K�H���F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W���R�Y�H�U���L�Q���$�X�J�X�V�W�������������D�W���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���D���8���1����
�P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�H�G���G�L�V�D�U�P�D�P�H�Q�W��1���$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�H�Q�W�H�U���I�R�U���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���0�H�P�R�U�\�������������U�H�S�R�U�W����
�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���S�H�D�F�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�����V�R�P�H�������������������&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q�V��
�G�L�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���D�U�P�H�G���F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�����������������������R�I���W�K�H�P���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V��2���$�E�R�X�W�����������������G�H�D�W�K�V���R�U���L�Q�M�X�U�L�H�V��
�U�H�T�X�L�U�L�Q�J���D�P�S�X�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�F�F�X�U�U�H�G���I�U�R�P���D�Q�W�L�S�H�U�V�R�Q�Q�H�O���O�D�Q�G���P�L�Q�H�V���O�D�L�G�� �S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\���E�\���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V���P�D�L�Q��
�L�Q�V�X�U�J�H�Q�W���J�X�H�U�U�L�O�O�D���J�U�R�X�S�����W�K�H���5�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\��
�$�U�P�H�G���)�R�U�F�H�V���R�I���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�����)�$�5�&����3���7�R��
�G�D�W�H�����P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q�V�����R�U��
�U�R�X�J�K�O�\�����������R�I���W�K�H���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����K�D�Y�H��
�U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U�H�G���D�V���F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W���Y�L�F�W�L�P�V�� 

�$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���K�D�V���V�F�D�U�U�H�G���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D����
�W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���K�D�V���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G���D���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W��
�W�X�U�Q�D�U�R�X�Q�G�����2�Q�F�H���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���D���O�L�N�H�O�\��
�F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H���W�R���E�H�F�R�P�H���D���I�D�L�O�H�G�� �V�W�D�W�H�����&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D����
�R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���S�D�V�W���W�Z�R���G�H�F�D�G�H�V�����K�D�V���R�Y�H�U�F�R�P�H��
�P�X�F�K���R�I���W�K�H���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���K�D�G���F�O�R�X�G�H�G���L�W�V��
�I�X�W�X�U�H�����)�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�������������D�Q�G��������������
�&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�� �V�D�Z���D�����������G�H�F�U�H�D�V�H���L�Q��
�N�L�G�Q�D�S�S�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���D�����������U�H�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q��
�K�R�P�L�F�L�G�H�V�����,�Q���������������W�K�H���K�R�P�L�F�L�G�H���U�D�W�H���I�H�O�O���W�R��
�������S�H�U�����������������² �Q�H�D�U���D���I�R�X�U���G�H�F�D�G�H���O�R�Z��4�� 

�&�R�X�S�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���V�X�F�F�H�V�V���L�Q���O�R�Z�H�U�L�Q�J���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H����
�&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�� �K�D�V���R�S�H�Q�H�G���L�W�V���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���D�Q�G��
�S�U�R�P�R�W�H�G���W�U�D�G�H�����L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�����D�Q�G���J�U�R�Z�W�K����
�&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�� �K�D�V���E�H�F�R�P�H���R�Q�H���R�I���/�D�W�L�Q��
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V���P�R�V�W���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U��
�I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���G�L�U�H�F�W���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�����<�H�W�����D�I�W�H�U���V�W�H�D�G�\��
�J�U�R�Z�W�K���R�Y�H�U���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���\�H�D�U�V�����&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V��
�H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���E�H�J�D�Q���W�R���V�O�R�Z���L�Q���������������,�W���G�H�F�O�L�Q�H�G��

                                              
1 �-�X�D�Q���0�D�Q�X�H�O���6�D�Q�W�R�V�����³ �3�D�O�D�E�U�D�V���G�H�O�� �3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�H���-�X�D�Q���0�D�Q�X�H�O���6�D�Q�W�R�V���H�Q���H�O���$�F�W�R���)�L�Q�D�O���G�H���'�H�M�D�F�L�y�Q���G�H�� �$�U�P�D�V���G�H���O�D�V��
�)�D�U�F���´���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�F�L�D���G�H�� �O�D��Republica, June 27, 2017, http://es.presidencia.gov.co/discursos/170627-Palabras-del-

Presidente-Juan-Manuel-Santos-en-el-acto-final-de-dejacion-de-armas-de-las-Farc �D�Q�G���³ �$�T�X�t���(�V�W�D�P�R�V���9�L�H�Q�G�R�� �T�X�H�� �O�R��
�,�P�S�R�V�L�E�O�H���)�X�H���3�R�V�L�E�O�H���´���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�F�L�D���G�H���O�D���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F�D���� �$�X�J�X�V�W�� ������������������ 

2 Basta Ya! Colombia: Memorias de Guerra y Dignidad, Center for Historical Memory, at 

http://www.centrodememoriahistorica.gov.co/microsit ios/informeGeneral/. 
3 �$�E�R�X�W���K�D�O�I���R�I���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V�� �������G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�V�����V�W�D�W�H�V�����K�D�Y�H���O�D�Q�G���P�L�Q�H�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���K�D�V estimated that nearly 

12,000 Colombians have been injured or killed by the weapons since 1990. �³ �(�V�W�D�G�t�V�W�L�F�D�V���G�H���$�V�L�V�W�H�Q�F�L�D���,�Q�W�H�J�U�D�O���D���O�D�V��
�9�t�F�W�L�P�D�V���G�H�� �0�$�3���\���0�8�6�(���´��Oficina del Alto Comisionado para la Paz. August 31, 2020, 

http://www.accioncontraminas.gov.co/Estadisticas/estadisticas-de-victimas.  

4 �6�W�D�W�L�V�W�L�F�V���I�U�R�P���(�P�E�D�V�V�\���R�I���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D���L�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���D�Q�G���3�D�U�N�H�U���$�V�P�D�Q�Q���D�Q�G���(�L�P�K�L�Q���2�¶�5�H�L�O�O�\�����³ �,�Q�6�L�J�K�W���&�U�L�P�H�¶�V��
2019 Homicide Round-�8�S���´��InSight Crime, January 28, 2020. 

Colombia at a Glance  
Population:  50.9 million (2020, IMF est.) 

Area:  439,736 sq. miles, slightly less than twice the size 
of Texas (CIA) 

GDP: $343.2 billion (2020, current prices, IMF est.) 

Per Capita Income:  $6,744 (2020, current prices, IMF 
est.) 

Poverty Rate:  27% (2018, WB) 

Ethnic Makeup:  Mixed (Mestizos) 49%, Caucasian 37%, 
Afro-Colombian 10.6%, and Indigenous 3.4%. 
(Colombian Ministry of the Environment, 2017) 

Key Trading Partners:  United States (26.6%), China 
(16.5%), Mexico (5.8%) (2019, total trade, TDM) 

Exports: $39.5 billion total; Top export products: crude 
petroleum and coal, coffee, gold (2019, TDM) 

Imports: $50.3 billion total; Top import products: 
machinery, cellular phones, motor vehicles, petroleum 
(2019, TDM) 

Legislature:  Bicameral Congress, with 102-member 
Senate and 166-member Lower House. (Each chamber 
has 6 additional seats in the 2018-2022 Congress due to 
a constitutional change and peace accord requirements) 

Sources: International Monetary Fund (IMF); Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA); Trade Data Monitor (TDM); 
World Bank (WB). 
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5 Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), Colombia: Country Report, October 2018.���0�D�Q�\���D�Q�D�O�\�V�W�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V��
dependence on oil and other commodity exports as the primary cause of the slowdown between 2014 and 2017. 

6 International Monetary Fund (IMF) �����³ �2�X�W�O�R�R�N���I�R�U���/�D�W�L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D���D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�D�U�L�E�E�H�D�Q�����$�Q���,�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�I�\�L�Q�J���3�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���´��IMF 
Blog, June 26, 2020; October 2020 World Economic Outlook, Statist ical Appendix, at https://www.imf.org/en/

Publications/WEO/Issues/2020/09/30/world-economic-outlook-october-2020. 
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Figure 1. Map of Colombia  
(departments and capitals shown) 

 
Source:  Congressional Research Service (CRS). 

                                              
7 For addit ional background on the Foreign Terrorist Organizations (FTOs) in Colombia and their evolution as part of 

the mult isided conflict, see CRS Report R42982, �&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V���3�H�D�F�H���3�U�R�F�H�V�V���7�K�U�R�X�J�K����������, by June S. Beittel. 
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8 Peter DeShazo, Johanna Mendelson Forman, and Phillip McLean, Countering Threats to Security and Stability in a 
Failing State: Lessons from Colombia, Center for Strategic & International Studies, September 2009. 

9 Many Colombians have expressed disappointment in the AUC demobilization for failing to provide adequate 
punishments for perpetrators and adequate reparations to victims of paramilitary violence. It has also been seen as 

incomplete because those who did not demobilize or those who re-mobilized into criminal gangs have left a legacy of 
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http://www.insightcrime.org/colombia-organized-crime-news/auc-profile.  
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12 In July 2011, the coalit ion contained 89 senators out of 102 in the Colombian upper house. However, in late 

September 2013, the Green Party (renamed the Green Alliance) broke away from the ruling coalit ion, although it 

sometimes continued to vote with the government. 
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13 In August 2014, for instance, the Colombian Constitutional Court ruled that demobilized guerrillas who had not 

committed crimes against humanity could eventually run for polit ical office. 

14 The �9�L�F�W�L�P�V�¶���D�Q�G���/�D�Q�G���5�H�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���/�D�Z����Victims�¶ Law) covers harms against vict ims that date back to 1985, and 

land restitution for acts that happened after 1991. 

15 �(�P�E�D�V�V�\���R�I���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�����³ �9�L�F�W�L�P�V���D�Q�G���/�D�Q�G���5�H�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���/�D�Z�����$�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H���,�P�S�D�F�W���R�I���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O���$�U�P�H�G��
�&�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W���´��fact sheet, January 2013. 
16 Final results for the 2014 legislative elections provided to the Congressional Research Service (CRS) by a 

Colombian Embassy official, July 22, 2014. 
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�\�R�X�Q�J�H�V�W���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���H�O�H�F�W�H�G���L�Q���D���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�����+�H���S�R�V�V�H�V�V�H�G���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���S�U�L�R�U���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q��
�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V�����'�X�T�X�H���Z�D�V���S�D�U�W�L�D�O�O�\���H�G�X�F�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�N�H�G���I�R�U���D���G�H�F�D�G�H���D�W���W�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U��
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���%�D�Q�N�� �L�Q���:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�����'�&�����+�H���Z�D�V���W�K�H���K�D�Q�G�S�L�F�N�H�G���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H���R�I���I�R�U�P�H�U��
�S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���8�U�L�E�H�����Z�K�R���Y�R�F�D�O�O�\���R�S�S�R�V�H�G���P�D�Q�\���R�I���6�D�Q�W�R�V�¶�V���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���� 

                                              
17 The FY2018-2022 Colombian Congress has 280 seats, including 10 for FARC party representatives (9 of which are 

currently filled). The two legislative sessions run from July 20 to December 16 and from March 16 to June 20. The 

Senate members are elected nationally (not by district or state), with two coming from a special ballot for indigenous 

communities. �7 �K�H���+�R�X�V�H���R�I���5�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V���K�D�V���W�Z�R���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���H�D�F�K���R�I���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V���������G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�V�����V�W�D�W�H�V�� and 1 

more for each 125,000-250,000 inhabitants in a department, beyond the first 250,000. In the House, two seats are 

reserved for the Afro-Colombian community, one for indigenous communities, one for Colombians residing abroad, 

and one for polit ical minorit ies. 
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�K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���F�U�L�V�L�V���L�Q���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�L�Q�J���9�H�Q�H�]�X�H�O�D�� �Z�D�V���D�Q���H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G���W�R���G�H�V�W�D�E�L�O�L�]�H���W�K�H��
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�%�\���O�D�W�H�� �������������&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V���D�F�F�H�S�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���D���P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���9�H�Q�H�]�X�H�O�D�Q�V���Z�D�V���D�G�G�L�Q�J���S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H���R�Q��
�W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���I�L�Q�D�Q�F�H�V�����J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���D���E�X�U�G�H�Q���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�G���D�W���Q�H�D�U�O�\�������������R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V���*�'�3��19��
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�Q�X�P�E�H�U�L�Q�J���Q�H�D�U�O�\�������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���� �0�D�Q�\���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�V���U�D�L�V�H���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�K�W�V���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q�V�L�G�H��
�&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�� �D�Q�G���W�K�H���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���O�D�F�N���R�I���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�D�Q�F�H���L�Q���U�H�P�R�W�H���U�X�U�D�O���D�U�H�D�V�����V�X�F�K���D�V���W�K�H���Q�H�D�U�O�\���������������P�L�O�H��
�E�R�U�G�H�U���D�U�H�D���D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H���9�H�Q�H�]�X�H�O�D�� 

Countering Illicit Crops, Corruption, and the COVID-19 Pandemic 

�3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���'�X�T�X�H���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�H�G���R�Q���U�H�V�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���R�I���V�S�U�D�\�L�Q�J���F�R�F�D���F�U�R�S�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���K�H�U�E�L�F�L�G�H��
�J�O�\�S�K�R�V�D�W�H���W�R���U�H�G�X�F�H���V�X�S�S�O�\�����7�K�L�V���Z�R�X�O�G���U�H�Y�H�U�V�H���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���L�Q���P�L�G�������������W�R���H�Q�G���D�H�U�L�D�O��
�V�S�U�D�\�L�Q�J�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���D���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O�² �D�O�E�H�L�W���F�R�Q�W�U�R�Y�H�U�V�L�D�O�² �I�H�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���8���6�����&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q��
�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�G�U�X�J���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�Z�R���G�H�F�D�G�H�V��21���,�Q���������������&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V���&�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�R�X�U�W���G�H�F�L�G�H�G���W�R��
�U�H�W�D�L�Q���W�K�H���V�X�V�S�H�Q�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���X�V�H���R�I���J�O�\�S�K�R�V�D�W�H���X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���W�R�R�N���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���W�R���O�L�P�L�W���L�W�V��
�L�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�V�����,�Q���������������&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���I�D�F�H���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���L�Q���G�H�V�W�U�R�\�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���U�H�P�R�Y�L�Q�J��
�F�R�F�D���F�U�R�S�V�����D�V���U�X�U�D�O���D�U�H�D�V���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�G���Z�L�W�K���U�L�V�L�Q�J���O�H�Y�H�O�V���R�I���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���G�H�V�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���G�X�H���W�R��
�F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���)�$�5�&�¶�V���I�R�U�P�H�U���L�O�O�L�F�L�W�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�H�V�������)�R�U���P�R�U�H�����V�H�H���³�1�H�Z���&�R�X�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�U�F�R�W�L�F�V��
�'�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q���8�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���'�X�T�X�H���$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�´���E�H�O�R�Z���� 

�&�R�U�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q���K�D�V���E�H�F�R�P�H���D���W�R�S���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q���L�Q���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V�����D�V���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���M�X�G�L�F�L�D�O�� �E�U�D�Q�F�K����
�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�L�D�Q�V�����D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�V���K�D�Y�H���I�D�F�H�G���D���V�H�U�L�H�V���R�I���F�R�U�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q���F�K�D�U�J�H�V��22���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q�V�¶���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V��

                                              
18 �(�P�E�D�V�V�\���R�I���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�� �L�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V�����³ �7 �K�H���3�D�F�W���I�R�U���)�D�L�U�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���3�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���´���5�H�P�D�U�N�V���E�\���W�K�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H��
Republic, Iván Duque Márquez, before the General Assembly of the United Nations in the 73rd period of ordinary 

sessions. September 26, 2018. 

19 �$�Q�W�R�Q�L�R���0�D�U�L�D���'�H�O�J�D�G�R�����³�&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D���:�L�O�O���)�L�Q�G���,�W���+�D�U�G���W�R���$�F�F�H�S�W���$�Q�R�W�K�H�U�������0�L�O�O�L�R�Q���9�H�Q�H�]�X�H�O�D�Q���0�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V���´��Miami 
Herald, November 27, 2018. 

20 �8���6���� �$�J�H�Q�F�\���I�R�U���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����8�6�$�,�'�������³ �9�H�Q�H�]�X�H�O�D���5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���&�U�L�V�L�V���± Complex Emergency, Fact 

She�H�W�����������)�<�����������´���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�������������������� 
21 For addit ional background, see CRS Report R44779, �&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V���&�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���$�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���W�R���'�U�X�J���3�R�O�L�F�\, by June S. 

Beittel and Liana W. Rosen. 

22 A corruption national referendum in August 2018 was backed by President Duque but did not reach its threshold 

(failing to do so by less than half a percentage point). The actual vote favored all seven proposed changes on the ballot, 

and Duque pledged to address some of the anti-corruption measures presented in the referendum through legislation. 

For recent polling on the public concern about corruption, see U.S. State Department, Office of Opinion Research, 

�³ �&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�����1�H�D�U�O�\���)�Rur Years On, the Public Down on �)�$�5�&�� �3�H�D�F�H���´���2�3�1-X-20, September 23, 2020. 
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�'�H�V�S�L�W�H���D�Q���H�D�U�O�\���D�Q�G���O�R�Q�J���O�D�V�W�L�Q�J���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q���I�U�R�P���0�D�U�F�K���W�R���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���������������&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D��
�Z�D�V���X�Q�D�E�O�H���W�R���V�W�R�S���D���V�H�Y�H�U�H���&�2�9�,�'���������R�X�W�E�U�H�D�N���W�K�D�W���O�H�G���W�R���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���:�H�V�W�H�U�Q���K�H�P�L�V�S�K�H�U�H�¶�V��
�K�L�J�K�H�V�W���G�D�L�O�\�� �G�H�D�W�K���W�R�O�O�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���Y�L�U�X�V�����2�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�V���Q�R�W�H���W�K�D�W���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���I�D�L�O�H�G���W�R���U�H�D�F�K��
�D�Q�G���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���W�K�H���S�R�R�U�����Z�K�R���W�H�Q�G���W�R���E�H���P�R�U�H���Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H���W�R���&�2�9�,�'���������L�Q�I�H�F�W�L�R�Q���G�X�H���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�L�Q�J��
�F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���K�L�J�K���O�H�Y�H�O�V���R�I���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�O���H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W��25���%�\���P�L�G���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���������������&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D���K�D�G���V�R�P�H��
���������������G�H�D�W�K�V���������������G�H�D�W�K�V���S�H�U�����������������������1�H�Y�H�U�W�K�H�O�H�V�V�����&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V���P�R�U�W�D�O�L�W�\���U�D�W�H���Z�D�V���Z�H�O�O���E�H�O�R�Z��
�V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���R�W�K�H�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���K�D�U�G���K�L�W���/�D�W�L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���U�H�J�L�R�Q�����$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�� �K�D�G���U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U�H�G��
�����P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �&�2�9�,�' ���������L�Q�I�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�V���R�I���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���������������I�R�U���D���W�L�P�H�����W�K�H���I�L�I�W�K���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���Q�X�P�E�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H��
�Z�R�U�O�G�������V�R�P�H���H�[�S�H�U�W�V���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�H�G���Z�L�G�H�V�S�U�H�D�G���W�H�V�W�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���V�W�L�O�O���O�D�J�J�L�Q�J��26 

�7�K�H���'�X�T�X�H���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���O�R�Z���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O���U�D�W�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���G�L�V�V�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���L�W�V���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�L�Q�J��
�F�R�D�O�L�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���������������7�K�H���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���I�L�U�V�W���E�X�G�J�H�W���I�R�U���������������S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���L�Q���O�D�W�H���2�F�W�R�E�H�U��
�������������Z�D�V���O�L�Q�N�H�G���W�R���D�Q���X�Q�S�R�S�X�O�D�U���W�D�[���U�H�I�R�U�P���W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���V�X�E�M�H�F�W���I�R�R�G���D�Q�G���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O��
�F�R�P�P�R�G�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���D���Y�D�O�X�H���D�G�G�H�G���W�D�[�����'�X�T�X�H�¶�V���R�Z�Q���'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���&�H�Q�W�H�U���S�D�U�W�\���V�S�O�L�W���Z�L�W�K���K�L�P���R�Q���W�K�H��
�Y�D�O�X�H���D�G�G�H�G���W�D�[�����Z�K�L�F�K���T�X�L�F�N�O�\���V�D�Q�N���K�L�V���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O���U�D�W�L�Q�J�V���I�U�R�P�����������L�Q���H�D�U�O�\���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�������������W�R���D��
�O�R�Z���R�I�����������L�Q���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U������������27���'�X�T�X�H�¶�V���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�D�O�L�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���Z�H�D�N�H�Q�H�G���Z�K�H�Q���V�R�P�H��
�S�D�U�W�L�H�V���E�U�R�N�H���I�U�R�P���L�W���D�Q�G�����L�Q���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���������������Z�K�H�Q���'�H�I�H�Q�V�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���*�X�L�O�O�H�U�P�R���%�R�W�H�U�R���Z�D�V��
�W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���F�H�Q�V�X�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�����%�R�W�H�U�R���Z�D�V���I�R�U�F�H�G���W�R���U�H�V�L�J�Q�����O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���W�R���D��
�P�D�M�R�U���F�D�E�L�Q�H�W���U�H�V�K�X�I�I�O�H��28���:�H�H�N�V���R�I���S�U�R�W�H�V�W���L�Q���D�X�W�X�P�Q�������������F�H�Q�W�H�U�H�G���R�Q���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���S�H�D�F�H��
�D�F�F�R�U�G�¶�V���V�W�D�O�O�H�G���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����V�R�F�L�D�O���O�H�D�G�H�U���N�L�O�O�L�Q�J�V�����D�Q�G���S�H�Q�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�D�[���P�D�W�W�H�U�V��29 

�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�N�H���R�I���W�K�H���&�2�9�,�'���������R�X�W�E�U�H�D�N�����W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���F�R�D�O�L�W�L�R�Q���H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G���W�R���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H��
�W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�U�L�V�W���U�L�J�K�W���O�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���&�D�P�E�L�R���5�D�G�L�F�D�O���S�D�U�W�\���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U�V�����S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���D���P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���L�Q���W�K�H���6�H�Q�D�W�H���D�Q�G��
�D���Q�H�D�U���P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���I�R�U���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���F�R�D�O�L�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���&�K�D�P�E�H�U���R�I���5�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V��30���7�K�L�V���H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G��
�F�R�D�O�L�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���W�K�H���'�X�T�X�H���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���V�X�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�R���H�Q�D�F�W���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O��
�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�����'�X�T�X�H�¶�V���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O���U�D�W�L�Q�J�V���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�G���L�Q���$�S�U�L�O�� �����������W�R���R�Y�H�U�����������L�Q��
�O�L�J�K�W�� �R�I���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���V�X�F�F�H�V�V���Z�L�W�K���P�D�Q�D�J�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Y�L�U�X�V���R�X�W�E�U�H�D�N���D�Q�G���V�H�W�W�O�H�G���D�W�����������L�Q���D���S�R�O�O��
�W�D�N�H�Q���L�Q���H�D�U�O�\���2�F�W�R�E�H�U������������31 

                                              
23 �,�Q���������������3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���6�D�Q�W�R�V�¶�V���U�H�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H�¶�V��campaign were both accused of 

accepting Odebrecht funding. 

24 �³ �&�R�U�W�H���6�X�S�U�H�P�D���/�O�D�P�D���D���'�H�F�O�D�U�D�F�L�y�Q���D���9�D�U�L�R�V�� �7 �H�V�W�L�J�R�V���H�Q���H�O���&�D�V�R���G�H�O�� �9�L�G�H�R�� �G�H���3�H�W�U�R���´��El Espectador, December 

10, 2018. 

25 �$�Q�D���9�D�Q�H�V�V�D�� �+�H�U�U�H�U�R�����³ �/�R�F�N�H�G-�'�R�Z�Q���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q�V���)�O�\���5�H�G�� �)�O�D�J�V�� �W�R���&�D�O�O���I�R�U���+�H�O�S���´��Washington Post, May 11, 2020. 
26 �6�D�U�D�� �7 �R�U�U�H�V���D�Q�G���$�Y�H�U�\���'�\�H�U�����³ �$�U�J�H�Q�W�L�Q�D���D�Q�G���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�����$���7 �D�O�H���R�I���7 �Z�R���/�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q�V���´��Weekly Asado, Wilson Center, 

October 2, 2020. 

27 �6�H�H�� �,�Q�Y�D�P�H�U�¶�V���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D���2�S�L�Q�D���������´��Semana, November 2018. 
28 �$�U�W�K�X�U���'�K�R�Q�W�����³ �&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���/�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���6�W�U�X�J�J�O�H���W�R���,�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W���(�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���3�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���L�Q�������������%�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I��
�6�R�F�L�D�O�� �D�Q�G���/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���2�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���´���+�,�6���*�O�R�E�D�O�� �,�Q�V�L�J�K�W���$�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V�����1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�����������������������³ �&�R�Oombia: Embattled Duque 

�3�U�H�S�D�U�H�V���I�R�U���3�U�R�W�H�V�W�V���´��LatinNews Weekly Report, November 14, 2019.  

29 �³ �:�L�O�O���3�U�R�W�H�V�W�H�U�V���.�H�H�S���7 �D�N�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���6�W�U�H�H�W�V���L�Q���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�"���´��Latin America Advisor (blog), Dialogue, September 23, 

2020. 

30 EIU, Country Report: Colombia, October 2020. 
31 Invamer polling results from April 8-26, 2020, at https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://



Colombia: Background and U.S. Relations 

 

Congressional Research Service 10 

�,�Q���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���������������D�P�L�G���D���U�L�V�H���L�Q���P�D�V�V���N�L�O�O�L�Q�J�V�� �D�Q�G���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�V�L�G�H����
�S�U�R�W�H�V�W�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���S�R�O�L�F�H���E�U�X�W�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���D�E�X�V�H���L�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���V�R�F�L�D�O���S�U�R�W�H�V�W���Z�H�U�H���I�X�H�O�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���G�H�D�W�K���R�I��
�D���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q���O�D�Z�\�H�U���D�W���W�K�H���K�D�Q�G�V���R�I���W�K�H���%�R�J�R�W�i���S�R�O�L�F�H��32���,�Q���P�L�G���2�F�W�R�E�H�U�����D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���P�R�E�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��
�R�I���L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���J�U�R�X�S�V���W�K�D�W���W�U�D�Y�H�O�H�G���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���W�R���F�R�P�H���W�R���W�K�H���F�D�S�L�W�D�O���M�R�L�Q�H�G���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�V�W�U�L�N�H���E�\���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����O�D�E�R�U���X�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�R�V�H���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���I�O�D�J�J�L�Q�J���S�H�D�F�H���D�F�F�R�U�G��
�L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�����D�Q�G���S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���L�Q���O�D�U�J�H�O�\���S�H�D�F�H�I�X�O���S�U�R�W�H�V�W���L�Q���F�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G��
�W�R�Z�Q�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D��33 

Economic Issues and Trade 

�7�K�H���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���L�V���W�K�H���I�R�X�U�W�K���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���L�Q���/�D�W�L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D���D�I�W�H�U���%�U�D�]�L�O���� �0�H�[�L�F�R�����D�Q�G��
�$�U�J�H�Q�W�L�Q�D�����D�V���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I�����������������7�K�H���:�R�U�O�G���%�D�Q�N���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H�V���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D���D�V���D�Q���X�S�S�H�U��
�P�L�G�G�O�H���L�Q�F�R�P�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���L�W�V���F�R�P�P�R�G�L�W�L�H�V���G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���K�L�W���E�\���R�L�O���S�U�L�F�H��
�G�H�F�O�L�Q�H�V���D�Q�G���S�H�V�R���G�H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�W���W�L�P�H�V���H�U�R�G�L�Q�J���I�L�V�F�D�O���U�H�Y�H�Q�X�H�����7�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���L�V���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V��
�O�D�U�J�H�V�W���W�U�D�G�H���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�����D�Q�G���E�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���K�D�Y�H���G�H�H�S�H�Q�H�G���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���8���6�����&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D��
�)�U�H�H���7�U�D�G�H���$�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���H�Q�W�H�U�H�G���L�Q�W�R���I�R�U�F�H���L�Q���0�D�\������������34���%�\���������������W�K�H���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���L�V���W�R���S�K�D�V�H���R�X�W��
�D�O�O�� �W�D�U�L�I�I�V���R�Q���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U���D�Q�G���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���� 

�7�K�H���W�R�W�D�O���V�W�R�F�N���R�I���8���6�����L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D���U�R�V�H���W�R�������������E�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �L�Q���������������Z�L�W�K���P�L�Q�L�Q�J����
�P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���Z�K�R�O�H�V�D�O�H���W�U�D�G�H���D�V���W�K�H���O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���V�H�F�W�R�U�V�����$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H�������������1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���7�U�D�G�H��
�(�V�W�L�P�D�W�H���5�H�S�R�U�W�����8���6�����I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���G�L�U�H�F�W���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�����)�'�,�����L�Q���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D���Z�D�V�������������E�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �L�Q���������������D��
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�I�U�R�P���W�K�H���H�[�W�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�H�V�����V�X�F�K���D�V���S�H�W�U�R�O�H�X�P���D�Q�G���P�L�Q�L�Q�J�����E�X�W���D�O�V�R���I�U�R�P���V�X�F�K���D�U�H�D�V���D�V��
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�X�S�K�H�D�Y�D�O���L�Q���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�� �I�R�U���G�H�F�D�G�H�V�����7�K�H���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���U�D�W�H���L�Q�������������Z�D�V���V�O�L�J�K�W�O�\���D�E�R�Y�H�������������E�X�W���L�W��
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�U�H�P�D�L�Q���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�X�V�����$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���D�������������8���1�����V�W�X�G�\���������������R�I���W�K�H���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Z�Q�H�G�����������R�I���W�K�H��
                                              
noticias.caracoltv.com/sites/default/files/encuesta_invamer_abril_2020.pdf; �³ �(�Q�F�X�H�V�W�D���G�H���2�S�L�Q�L�y�Q�´���D�Q�G Centro 
Nacional de Consultoría, S.A. October 5, 2020, at https://www.valoraanalit ik.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/

Encuesta-CNC.pdf. 
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Quarterly�����6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�����������������������6�W�H�Y�H�Q���*�U�D�W�W�D�Q���D�Q�G���$�Q�W�K�R�Q�\���)�D�L�O�R�D�����³ �,�Q���&olombia, a Death in Police Custody Follows 

a History of Brutality,�  ́Washington Post, October 6, 2020. 
33 �´�3�U�R�W�H�V�W�H�U�V���L�Q���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D���'�H�F�U�\���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���3�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���´���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���3�U�H�V�V�����2�F�W�R�E�H�U�����������������������%ocanegra, 

�1�H�O�V�R�Q�����³ �7 �K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V�����,�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V�� �3�H�Rple, March in Peaceful Colombia Protests,�´��Reuters, October 21, 2020. 

34 The agreement is officially known as the U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement. For more background, see 

CRS Report RL34470, The U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement: Background and Issues, by M. Angeles Villarreal 

and Edward Y. Gracia.  
35 �8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���7 �U�D�G�H���5�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�����³ �����������1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���7 �U�D�G�H���(�V�W�L�P�D�W�H���5�H�S�R�U�W���´���0�D�U�F�K���������������³ �����������1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���7 �U�D�G�H��
�(�V�W�L�P�D�W�H���5�H�S�R�U�W���´���0�D�U�F�K������������ 

36 �³ �&�K�L�Q�D�¶�V���6�W�U�R�Q�J���3�X�V�K���L�Q�W�R���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D��� ́Al Jazeera, February 22, 2020; �³ �)�R�U�H�L�Jn Investment in Colombia Holds Firm, 

says Trade Minister��� ́Financial Times, October 7, 2020. 

37 �³Colombia: OFDI China a Nivel de Empresa (200-�������������´���D�F�F�H�V�V�H�G���2�F�W�R�E�H�U�����������������������Gistributed by Red Académica 

de América Latina y el Caribe sobre China y Monitor de la OFDI de China en América Latina y el Caribe, at 

https://www.redalc-china.org/monitor/informacion-por-pais/busqueda-por-pais/31-colombia.  
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�W�K�D�W���L�Q���������������L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�N�H���R�I���W�K�H���&�2�9�,�'���������S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�����&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V���X�Q�H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���U�D�W�H���Z�L�O�O��
�H�[�F�H�H�G�������������D�G�G�L�Q�J���D���P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �Q�H�Z�O�\���X�Q�H�P�S�O�R�\�H�G����38�� 

�&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�·s Stimulus to F oster a Recovery  
Following one of the longest national lockdowns in South America, begun in March 2020, Colombia lifted its 
pandemic-related restrictions to reopen fully in September. The government enacted measures to counter a 
historic economic contraction (more than 15%, from April to June 2020), �W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�·�V���Z�R�U�V�W��quarter-on-quarter 
economic performance on record.  

The Colombian government announced fiscal measures, including flexibility in the use of income to finance 
extraordinary operating expenditures and a relaxation of debt rules. In a May 2020 executive decree, the 
government announced it would subsidize 40% of the $250-per-month minimum wage for workers at companies 
that have seen revenues drop by at least 20% during the pandemic. On September 22, the government announced 
it would issue another round of subsidies in December to such businesses. 

In late Sept�H�P�E�H�U���� �&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�·�V�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���V�L�J�Q�D�O�H�G���L�W�V plans to draw from an International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
flexible credit line that was recently increased by the IMF to $17.2 billion. This is the first time any country has 
tapped resources from that mechanism since it was set up in 2009. 

�7�K�H���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�·�V��recovery strategy includes three planks: (1) refocusing on renewable energy, (2) 
speeding development in its rural periphery most affected by the 50-year internal conflict, and (3) extending 
broadband as part of a Colombian digital transition. These approaches aim to transform Colombia from a 
commodity-based economy to a value-added services economy. 

Sources: Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), Country Report: Colombia, September 2020; �(�,�8�����´�&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D���W�R��
Draw from IMF Flexible Credit Line,�µ October 6, 2020; �0�D�U�L�D�Q�D���3�D�O�D�X�����´�&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�� �3�L�Q�V���5�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\�� �+�R�S�H�V���R�Q��
�7�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���Q�R�W���2�L�O���µ��Financial Times, October 7, 2020; Luisa Horwitz, Paoloa Nagovitch, Holly Sonneland, 
�D�Q�G���&�D�U�L�Q���=�L�V�V�L�V���� �´�7�K�H���&�R�U�R�Q�D�Y�L�U�X�V���L�Q���/�D�W�L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D���µ��Americas Society/Council of the Americas, September 
23, 2020. 
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�&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V���U�X�U�D�O���V�H�F�W�R�U���D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W�V���S�H�U�L�R�G�L�F�D�O�O�\���K�D�Y�H���G�H�P�D�Q�G�H�G���O�R�Q�J���W�H�U�P���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�G��
�D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���U�H�I�R�U�P���L�Q���D���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���Z�L�W�K���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���X�Q�H�T�X�D�O���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�V���R�I���O�D�Q�G���R�Z�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���L�Q���W�K�H��
�Z�R�U�O�G���D�Q�G���P�D�Q�\���O�D�Q�G�O�H�V�V���U�X�U�D�O���S�R�R�U�����7�K�H���'�X�T�X�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�O�V�R���K�D�V���I�D�F�H�G���S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H���I�U�R�P���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W��
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38 EIU, Country Report: Colombia, September 2020. 

39 Transparency International, �³Corruption Perceptions Index 2019,�´���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���������������D�W��https://www.transparency.org/

cpi2019. 
40 Steven Grattan, �³ �&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D��Protests: What Prompted Them and Where Are They Headed?,�´��Al Jazeera, November 

26, 2019.  
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41 �:�K�L�W�H���+�R�X�V�H�����³ �6�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���E�\���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���$�G�Y�L�V�R�U���5�R�E�H�U�W���&�����2�¶�%�U�L�H�Q�����3�U�H�V�V��Release, August 17, 2020;��
�³ �&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D���\���(�V�W�D�G�R�V���8�Q�L�G�R�V�� �/�D�Q�]�D�Q���,�Q�L�F�L�D�W�L�Y�D���µColombia Crece.�¶�´ El Tiempo. August 17, 2020. 

https://www.elt iempo.com/polit ica/gobierno/colombia-y-estados-unidos-lanzan-iniciativa-colombia-crece-530200. 

42 For more background on the peace talks and the actors involved in the conflict, see CRS Report R42982, �&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V��
Peace Process Through 2016, by June S. Beittel. 
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Figure 2. Implementation of the Colombia Peace Accord  

 
Source: Created by CRS with data from the Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies, University of Notre 
Dame. 

Notes:  The Kroc Institute is the first university-based research center to directly support the implementation of 
a peace accord. 
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47 Ibid. 

48 For more background, see Colombian Ministry of Defense, Defense and Security Policy �± DSP: For Legality, 
Entrepreneurship, and Equity, January 2019. 
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Report R42982, �&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V���3�H�D�F�H���3�U�R�F�H�V�V���7�K�U�R�X�J�K����������, by June S. Beittel. 

52 United Nations Verification Mission in Colombia, Report of the Secretary-General, S/2019/780, October 1, 2019.  
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54 U.S. Department of State, Country Reports on Terrorism: Colombia Report, June 24, 2020, at https://www.state.gov/

reports/country-reports-on-terrorism-2019/. Reporting from September 2019 suggests 35 collective reintegration 

productive projects have been approved; of those projects, funding has been dispersed for 22 projects. United Nations 

Verification Mission in Colombia, Report of the Secretary-General, S/2019/780, October 1, 2019. However, FARC 
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2017; op. cit, United Nations Verification Mission in Colombia, Report of the Secretary-General, S/2019/780, October 

1, 2019. 
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59 Many analysts estimate the level of dissidence at under 10% though this may be increasing. In a mid-2019 study, 

Ideas for Peace Foundation, a respected Colombian think tank, found that 8% of demobilized FARC are unaccounted 
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(Div. F, P.L. 116-6). The certification is described in more detail below in section on Human Rights Condit ions on U.S. 
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mishandling a raid against a FARC dissident camp in which several recruited children were alleged to have been 
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�I�R�U���R�W�K�H�U���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V�������7�K�H���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���K�D�V���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�G���W�K�D�W���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���W�K�U�H�D�W�V��
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�����E�X�W���S�R�L�Q�W�V���W�R���V�X�F�F�H�V�V���L�Q���U�H�G�X�F�L�Q�J���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���K�R�P�L�F�L�G�H�V���R�I��
�O�D�E�R�U���X�Q�L�R�Q�L�V�W�V���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�D�O�O�\�����9�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�� �O�H�Y�H�O�V�� �L�Q���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���D�U�H���K�L�J�K���L�Q���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�����E�X�W���K�D�Y�H���V�W�H�D�G�L�O�\��
�E�H�H�Q���G�H�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�����$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���G�D�W�D���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���8���1�����2�I�I�L�F�H���R�Q���'�U�X�J�V���D�Q�G���&�U�L�P�H���L�Q���L�W�V���D�Q�Q�X�D�O��
�K�R�P�L�F�L�G�H���U�H�S�R�U�W�����U�D�W�H�V���K�D�Y�H���G�H�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���G�U�D�P�D�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���V�L�Q�F�H���������������Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���K�R�P�L�F�L�G�H���U�D�W�H���Z�D�V������������
                                              
89 Op. cit., U.S. Secretary of State �0�L�F�K�D�H�O���3�R�P�S�H�R�����³ �&�H�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���5�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���)�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���I�R�U���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D��
Under Section 7045 (b) (4) of the Department of State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs Appropriations Act, 

2019. 

90 �8���6���� �7 �U�D�G�H���5�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�����8�6�7 �5�������³ �)�$�&�7 ���6�+�(�(�7 �����+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���3�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���R�Q���/�D�E�R�U���5�L�J�K�W�V���L�Q���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D���´���$�S�U�L�O����������
2012, at http://www.ustr.gov/about-us/press-office/fact-sheets/2012/april/historic-progress-labor-rights-colombia. 

�6�W�D�W�X�V���R�I�� �,�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�·�V���9�L�F�W�L�P�V�·���/�D�Z 
�7�K�H�������������9�L�F�W�L�P�V�·�� �D�Q�G���/�D�Q�G���5�H�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���/�D�Z�����9�L�F�W�L�P�V�·�� �/�D�Z�����L�V�� �D���P�D�M�R�U�� �S�L�H�F�H���R�I���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �H�Q�W�L�W�O�L�Q�J���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q��
conflict victims to compensation and, if displaced, the return of their stolen land. Reparations to victims may 
include access to health and psychosocial services, financial compensation, and community restoration projects. 
With support from the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) and other donors, a Victims Unit was 
established to coordinate the range of services for conflict victims by several government agencies. USAID also 
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�K�H���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I���D���9�L�F�W�L�P�V�·�� �5�H�J�L�V�W�U�\���� �Z�K�L�F�K���Q�R�Z���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���P�R�U�H�� �W�K�D�Q�������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���� �5�H�L�Q�I�R�U�F�H�G��
by the 2016 peace agreement, the effort to compensate victims also allows for redistribution of assets obtained 
from the FARC. Through its Victims Unit, the Colombian government had disbursed about $1.8 billion as of mid-
2019.  

The law provides restitution of land to those displaced since January 1, 1991, encompassing as many as 360,000 
families (impacting up to 1.5 million people) who lost an estimated 6 million hectares of land. According to 
authorities, as much as half the land to be restituted contains land mines. The presence of illegally armed groups 
also has slowed implementation.  

Over the last eight years, the implementation of land restitution has been less successful than anticipated. 
�&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�·�V�� �/�D�Q�G���5�H�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���8�Q�L�W���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G�� �P�R�U�H�� �W�K�D�Q�������������������U�H�T�X�H�V�W�V���� �D�Q�G���D�O�P�R�V�W�����������������F�D�V�H�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q��
processed in the administrative phase, which is a necessary step before being sent to a judge. The Colombian 
government reports that 4,581 properties have received rulings from judges (about 8%, according to some 
sources) in favor of restitution, totaling 370,253 hectares (approximately 914,915 acres). In the case of indigenous 
and Afro-Colombian communities, which fall under a distinct land restitution process, only six cases have been 
completed for collective reparations. A lack of comprehensive land titling remains a significant barrier for land 
return, even though land titling is a major commitment of the peace accord. 

Sources: Colombian Government, Unidad Administrativa Especial de Gestión de Restitución de Tierras 
Despojadas, [infographic], October 31, 2019, at https://www.restituciondetierras.gov.co/estadisticas-de-
restitucion-de-tierras; �)�X�Q�G�D�F�L�y�Q���)�R�U�M�D�Q�G�R���)�X�W�X�U�R�V���� �´�$�V�t�� �Y�D���O�D���5�H�V�W�L�W�X�F�L�y�Q���µ�� �>�L�Q�I�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�@�����2�F�W�R�E�H�U���������������D�W��
http://www.forjandofuturos.org/resources/pdf/uploads/325-INFOGRAFIAS%20COMPLETAS.%20corregidas-
01.jpg. Ted Piccone, Peace with Justice: The Colombian Experience with Transitional Justice, Brookings Institution, 
July 2019. 
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�3�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�����1�$�'�5�������Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���D���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���O�D�U�J�H���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���I�U�R�P���X�Q�G�H�U���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q��
�L�Q���)�<�����������W�R���I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���G�H�P�L�Q�L�Q�J�� 

�,�Q���W�K�H���W�D�E�O�H�����D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���G�D�W�D���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�I�I�D�L�U�V���F�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���E�X�G�J�H�W���M�X�V�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
�G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���V�K�R�Z���F�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���D�L�G���I�R�U���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D���I�U�R�P���)�<�����������W�R��
�)�<�������������,�Q���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���������������&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���D���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�Q�J���U�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���W�R���I�X�Q�G���8���6�����I�R�U�H�L�J�Q��
�D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���D�W���W�K�H���)�<�����������O�H�Y�H�O�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�����������������������7�K�H���+�R�X�V�H���S�D�V�V�H�G���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q��
�R�I���W�K�H���)�<�����������I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�����+���5�����������������+���5�H�S�W�����������������������Z�R�X�O�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H����������������
�P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�H���S�H�D�F�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���D�Q�G���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���L�Q���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�����7�K�H��
�6�H�Q�D�W�H���$�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���K�D�V���\�H�W���W�R���P�D�U�N���X�S���D���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���E�L�O�O���I�R�U��
�)�<���������� 

Table 1. U.S. Assistance for Colombia by State Department and USAID  
Foreign  Aid  Account: FY 2012-FY2020 

(in millions of current U.S. dollars) 

Account  2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

ESF 172.0 165.8 141.5 133.0 126.0 180.3 180.3 187.3 146.3 

IMET 1.7 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.5 1.3 1.9 

INCLE 160.6 152.3 149.0 135.2 135.2 143.0 143.0 170.0 180.0 

NADR 4.8 5.1 4.3 4.3 3.5 21.0 21.0 21.0 21.0 

FMF 40.0 28.9 28.5 27.0 27.0 38.5 38.5 38.5 38.5 

DA 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 61.0 

Total  379.1 353.6 324.8 300.9 293.1 384.2 384.3 418.1 448.7 

Sources: CRS, with data from the annual International Affairs Congressional Budget Justifications (FY2010-
FY2020); figures for FY2020 are from United States Department of State, Foreign Operations, and Related 
Programs Appropriations Act, 2020 (P.L. 116-94). 
Notes:  Accounts as follows: ESF = Economic Support Fund; IMET = International Military Education and 
Training; INCLE = International Narcotics Control and Law Enforcement; NADR = Nonproliferation, Anti-
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Terrorism, De-mining and Related Programs; and FMF = Foreign Military Financing; DA = Development 
Assistance. Table does not include P.L. 480 (also known as Food for Peace) or Global Health. 

Department of Defense Assistance 

�$�� �Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���V�W�U�H�D�P�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���'�2�'���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�����6�R�P�H���'�2�'��
�H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���D�U�H���I�X�Q�G�H�G���E�\���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���6�W�D�W�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���)�0�)�����Z�K�L�F�K��
�W�R�W�D�O�H�G���������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �)�<�����������D�Q�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���U�H�F�H�Q�W���I�R�X�U���\�H�D�U�V�����,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\��
�(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�����,�0�(�7�����I�X�Q�G�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���W�R�W�D�O�H�G�������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���L�Q���)�<�������������V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �F�R�X�U�V�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V�����$�S�D�U�W���I�U�R�P���6�W�D�W�H��
�'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J�����'�2�'���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�����H�T�X�L�S�S�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���L�W�V��
�R�Z�Q���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V�����,�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���D�Q�G���X�Q�L�W�V���U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���'�2�'���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�U�H���Y�H�W�W�H�G���I�R�U���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�K�W�V��
�L�V�V�X�H�V���L�Q���F�R�P�S�O�L�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���/�H�D�K�\���/�D�Z�����V�H�H���³�+�X�P�D�Q���5�L�J�K�W�V���&�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���8���6�����$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���´��
�E�H�O�R�Z�����'�2�'���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���L�Q���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D���D�U�H���R�Y�H�U�V�H�H�Q���E�\���8���6�����6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���&�R�P�P�D�Q�G�����%�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���)�<����������
�D�Q�G���)�<�������������'�2�'���I�X�Q�G�H�G���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���D�L�P�H�G���D�W���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�U�F�R�W�L�F�V���D�Q�G���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���J�R�D�O�V���D�Y�H�U�D�J�H�G����������
�P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �S�H�U���\�H�D�U���I�R�U���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�����D�V���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���L�Q���7�D�E�O�H�������� 

Table 2. Department of  Defense Assistance to Colombia  (Preliminary Figures) , 
FY2016-FY2019 

(in millions of current U.S. dollars) 

 FY2016 FY2017 FY2018 FY2019 

Counternarcotics�³ Former Section 
1004 Authorities 

15.45 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Counternarcotics�³ Section 284 
Authorities as of NDAA 2017 

0.00 0.00 2.00 0.00 

Counternarcotics�³ Former 1033 
Authorities, Became 333 
Authorities 

71.93 56.71 1.55 0.00 

Global Train and Equip Program�³
Section 333 Authorities as of 
NDAA 2017 

0.00 0.00 53.81 26.02 

Combating Terrorism Fellowship 
Program 

0.87 1.13 0.70 Pending 
response from 

DOD 

DOD HIV/AIDS Prevention 
Program�³ F Operational Plan 
Programs 

0.51 0.30 0.27 Pending 
response from 

DOD 

Defense Institution Reform 
Initiative 

1.51 1.97 1.87 1.58 

Humanitarian Mining Action 3.00 3.50 2.24 4.00 

Humanitarian Assistance Program 1.17 3.00 5.30 21.80 

Traditional Commanders Activities Pending 
response from 

DOD 

0.65 0.37 0.42 

Defense Institution Reform 
Initiative 

1.51 2.00 1.87 1.58 

Total  95.95 69.26 69.97 55.39 

Source: Department of Defense, Office of Secretary of Defense, response to CRS request in October 2020. 
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Notes:  NDAA 2017 = National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (P.L. 114-328). The 
categorization of funding shifted between FY2017 and FY2018, accounting for some of the funding allocation 
changes, including the change of 1033 Authorities into 333 Authorities. Figures may not sum to the total due to 
rounding. Data are preliminary from source and were all that was available at the time of publication. 

Human Rights Conditions on U.S. Assistance 

�6�R�P�H���0�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���G�H�H�S�O�\���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�K�W�V���Y�L�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q��
�&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�² �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �W�K�R�V�H���S�H�U�S�H�W�U�D�W�H�G���E�\���D�Q�\���U�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W�V���R�U���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���U�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W�V���R�I���8���6����
�D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����,�Q���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V���P�X�O�W�L�V�L�G�H�G���F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W�����W�K�H���)�$�5�&���D�Q�G���(�/�1�����W�K�H���S�D�U�D�P�L�O�L�W�D�U�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U��
�V�X�F�F�H�V�V�R�U�V�����D�Q�G���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���I�R�U�F�H�V���K�D�Y�H���D�O�O���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�G���V�H�U�L�R�X�V���Y�L�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q�V��
�K�D�Y�H���H�Q�G�X�U�H�G���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���Q�R�Q�F�R�P�E�D�W�D�Q�W���N�L�O�O�L�Q�J�V�����P�D�V�V�D�F�U�H�V�����N�L�G�Q�D�S�S�L�Q�J�V�����I�R�U�F�H�G��
�G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����I�R�U�F�H�G���G�L�V�D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H�V�����O�D�Q�G���P�L�Q�H���F�D�V�X�D�O�W�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���D�F�W�V���R�I���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���Y�L�R�O�D�W�H��
�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���O�D�Z�����7�K�H���H�[�W�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�U�L�P�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���E�D�F�N�O�R�J���R�I���K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�K�W�V���F�D�V�H�V���W�R��
�E�H���S�U�R�V�H�F�X�W�H�G���K�D�Y�H���R�Y�H�U�Z�K�H�O�P�H�G���W�K�H���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q���M�X�G�L�F�L�D�U�\�����Z�K�L�F�K���V�R�P�H���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H���D�V���³�L�Q�H�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W�´��
�D�Q�G���R�Y�H�U�E�X�U�G�H�Q�H�G�����0�D�Q�\���K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�K�W�V���J�U�R�X�S�V���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���W�K�D�W���D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���V�R�P�H���S�U�R�V�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q�V���K�D�Y�H��
�J�R�Q�H���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G�����P�R�V�W���U�H�P�D�L�Q���X�Q�U�H�V�R�O�Y�H�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H���E�D�F�N�O�R�J���R�I���F�D�V�H�V���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���U�H�G�X�F�H�G���V�O�R�Z�O�\�����,�Q��
�D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���Y�L�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�P�D�L�Q���D�Q���L�V�V�X�H���� 

�6�L�Q�F�H���������������&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V���K�D�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���L�Q���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�D�W���W�K�H��
�6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���R�I���6�W�D�W�H���F�H�U�W�L�I�\���D�Q�Q�X�D�O�O�\���W�R���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �L�V���V�H�Y�H�U�L�Q�J���W�L�H�V���W�R��
�S�D�U�D�P�L�O�L�W�D�U�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���L�V���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�Q�J���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�W�V���R�I���K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�K�W�V���D�E�X�V�H�V���D�Q�G��
�P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���R�W�K�H�U���K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�K�W�V���V�W�D�W�X�W�R�U�\���F�U�L�W�H�U�L�D�������7�K�H���F�H�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���F�U�L�W�H�U�L�D���K�D�Y�H���H�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���R�Y�H�U���W�L�P�H������
�)�R�U���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���\�H�D�U�V�����F�H�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���E�H�I�R�U�H�����������R�I���I�X�Q�G�V���W�R���W�K�H���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �F�R�X�O�G��
�E�H���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G�����7�K�H���)�<�����������D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �U�H�G�X�F�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�R�����������R�I���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H��
�)�0�)���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���E�H���K�H�O�G���E�D�F�N���S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���F�H�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���E�\���W�K�H���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���R�I���6�W�D�W�H�����6�R�P�H���K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�K�W�V��
�J�U�R�X�S�V���K�D�Y�H���F�U�L�W�L�F�L�]�H�G���W�K�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�U���F�H�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�����P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H��
�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���K�D�V���F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�H�G���8���6�����I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�V�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����V�R�P�H���F�U�L�W�L�F�V���K�D�Y�H��
�D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�G���W�K�H���K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�K�W�V���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���W�R���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D���W�R���E�H���³�D���I�O�D�Z�H�G���E�X�W��
�X�V�H�I�X�O���W�R�R�O�´���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���F�H�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���8���6�����J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W��
�Z�L�W�K���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�K�W�V���J�U�R�X�S�V�����&�U�L�W�L�F�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���W�K�D�W���R�Y�H�U��
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Table 3. U.S. Estimates of Coca Cultivation in Colombia  
(in thousand hectares [ha]) 

Year  2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Area (in 
1,000 ha) 

116 100 83 78 80 112 159 188 209 208 212 

% Change  -14% -17% -6% 3% 39% 42% 18% 11% -0.5 0.02 

Sources: �2�I�I�L�F�H���R�I���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���'�U�X�J���&�R�Q�W�U�R�O���3�R�O�L�F�\�� ���2�1�'�&�3�������´�1�H�Z���$�Q�Q�X�D�O���'�D�W�D���5�H�O�H�D�V�H�G���E�\���:�K�L�W�H���+�R�X�V�H���'�U�X�J��
�3�R�O�L�F�\�� �2�I�I�L�F�H���6�K�R�Z�V���5�H�F�R�U�G���+�L�J�K���&�R�F�D�L�Q�H���&�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���3�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D���µ�� �-�X�Q�H����������2018;���´�8�Q�L�W�H�G��
States and Colombian Officials Set Bilateral Agenda to Reduce Cocaine Sup�S�O�\���µ���I�D�F�W���Vheet, March 5, 2020; U.S. 
Department of State, International Narcotics Control Strategy Report (INCSR), volume I, Colombia country reports 
for 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, and 2019. 

Table 4. U.S. Estimates of Pure Cocaine Production in Colombia  
(in metric tons) 

Year  2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Amount 315 280 220 210 235 324 545 772 921 887 951 

% Change   -11% -21% -5% 12% 38% 68% 42% 19% -18% 0.07 

Source: ONDCP���� �´�1�H�Z���$�Q�Q�X�D�O���'�D�W�D���5�H�O�H�D�V�H�G���E�\���:�K�L�W�H���+�R�X�V�H���'�U�X�J���3�R�O�L�F�\�� �2�I�I�L�F�H���6�K�R�Z�V���5�H�F�R�U�G���+�L�J�K��
Cocaine Cultivatio�Q���D�Q�G���3�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D���µ�� �I�D�F�W���Vheet, June 28, 2018; �´�8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���D�Q�G���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q��
Officials Set Bilateral Age�Q�G�D���W�R���5�H�G�X�F�H���&�R�F�D�L�Q�H���6�X�S�S�O�\���µ���I�D�F�W���Vheet, March 5, 2020. 

Drug Crop Eradication and Other Supply Control Alternatives 

�%�R�W�K���P�D�Q�X�D�O���H�U�D�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���D�H�U�L�D�O�� �H�U�D�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�H�U�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�V���R�I���3�O�D�Q���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D���W�R��
�U�H�G�X�F�H���F�R�F�D���D�Q�G���S�R�S�S�\���F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�����0�D�Q�X�D�O���H�U�D�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G���E�\���W�H�D�P�V�����X�V�X�D�O�O�\���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\��
�S�H�U�V�R�Q�Q�H�O�����Z�K�R���X�S�U�R�R�W���D�Q�G���N�L�O�O���W�K�H���S�O�D�Q�W�����$�H�U�L�D�O�� �H�U�D�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�V���V�S�U�D�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�O�D�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P��
�D�L�U�F�U�D�I�W���Z�L�W�K���D�Q���K�H�U�E�L�F�L�G�H���P�L�[�W�X�U�H���W�R���G�H�V�W�U�R�\���W�K�H���G�U�X�J���F�U�R�S�����E�X�W���L�W���P�D�\���Q�R�W���N�L�O�O���W�K�H���S�O�D�Q�W�V�����,�Q���W�K�H��
�F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���R�I���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O���F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W�����P�D�Q�X�D�O���H�U�D�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���I�D�U���P�R�U�H���G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V��
�W�K�D�Q���D�H�U�L�D�O�� �V�S�U�D�\�L�Q�J�����8���6�����D�Q�G���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q���S�R�O�L�F�\�P�D�N�H�U�V���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���W�K�H���G�D�Q�J�H�U�V���R�I���P�D�Q�X�D�O��
�H�U�D�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G�����W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�����H�P�S�O�R�\�H�G���O�D�U�J�H���V�F�D�O�H���D�H�U�L�D�O���V�S�U�D�\���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�V���W�R���U�H�G�X�F�H���F�R�F�D���F�U�R�S��
�\�L�H�O�G�V�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���I�U�R�P���O�D�U�J�H���F�R�F�D���S�O�D�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D���L�V���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���J�O�R�E�D�O�O�\���W�K�D�W���D�H�U�L�D�O�O�\��
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�U�H�D�V�R�Q�V�����U�H�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���D���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q�� �G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���W�R���H�Q�G���D�H�U�L�D�O�� �H�U�D�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q������������ 

�,�Q���O�D�W�H���������������(�F�X�D�G�R�U���Z�R�Q���D�Q���R�X�W���R�I���F�R�X�U�W���V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���D���F�D�V�H���I�L�O�H�G���L�Q�������������E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H��
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Reduce Cocaine Supply,�´�� �I�D�F�W���V�K�H�H�W�� March 5, 2020. 

132 Juan Fernando Cristo, former Colombian Minister of Interior, �³ �:�D�L�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U���3�H�D�F�H�����9�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���$�J�Dinst Social Leaders 
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Outlook 
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�W�K�H���)�$�5�&�¶�V���U�R�O�H���L�Q���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\�����2�W�K�H�U���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q�V���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���W�K�D�W���I�X�O�O���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q��
�R�I���W�K�H���S�H�D�F�H���D�F�F�R�U�G���L�V���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���E�R�W�K���W�R���K�R�Q�R�U���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W�V���D�J�U�H�H�G���W�R���E�\���G�H�P�R�E�L�O�L�]�H�G��
�F�R�P�E�D�W�D�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���W�R���I�X�O�I�L�O�O���S�U�R�P�L�V�H�V���P�D�G�H���W�R���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W�� 

�3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���'�X�T�X�H�¶�V���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���I�D�F�H�V���I�R�X�U���P�D�L�Q���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�����D�O�O���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���Q�R�Z���D�O�V�R���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H��
�F�O�R�X�G���R�I���W�K�H���&�2�9�,�'���������S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���F�U�L�V�L�V�������������W�K�H���X�S�V�X�U�J�H���L�Q���L�O�O�L�F�L�W�� �G�U�X�J���F�U�R�S�V�������������V�O�R�Z��
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�R�Q���W�K�H���P�D�U�J�L�Q�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�� 



Colombia: Background and U.S. Relations 

 

Congressional Research Service 39 

Appendix A. Assessing the Programs of Plan 
Colombia and Its Successors 
�$�Q�D�O�\�V�W�V���K�D�Y�H���O�R�Q�J���G�H�E�D�W�H�G���K�R�Z���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���3�O�D�Q���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D���D�Q�G���L�W�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z���R�Q���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V���Z�H�U�H���L�Q��
�F�R�P�E�D�W�L�Q�J���L�O�O�H�J�D�O�� �G�U�X�J�V�����0�H�D�V�X�U�H�G���H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�O�\���L�Q���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�U�F�R�W�L�F�V���W�H�U�P�V�����3�O�D�Q���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D���K�D�V���K�D�G��
�P�L�[�H�G���U�H�V�X�O�W�V�����,�W���I�D�L�O�H�G���W�R���P�H�H�W���D���J�R�D�O���V�H�W���L�Q�������������W�R���O�R�Z�H�U���F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�����S�U�R�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q��
�R�I���L�O�O�L�F�L�W�� �G�U�X�J�V���E�\�����������L�Q���V�L�[���\�H�D�U�V�����$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�� �D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G���V�R�P�H���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���U�H�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q��
�F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H�V�H���U�H�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V���K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W���E�H�H�Q���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�H�G�����$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���8���6�����H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�V�����F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
�F�R�F�D���G�H�F�O�L�Q�H�G���I�U�R�P�������������������K�H�F�W�D�U�H�V���L�Q�������������W�R�����������������K�H�F�W�D�U�H�V���L�Q������������139���/�L�N�H�Z�L�V�H�����R�S�L�X�P��
�S�R�S�S�\���F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���G�H�F�O�L�Q�H�G���E�\���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�����������E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�������������D�Q�G���������������1�H�Y�H�U�W�K�H�O�H�V�V�����F�R�F�D��
�F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���O�H�Y�H�O�V�� �K�D�Y�H���U�H�E�R�X�Q�G�H�G���L�Q���U�H�F�H�Q�W���\�H�D�U�V���� 

�$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���8���6�����2�I�I�L�F�H���R�I���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���'�U�X�J���&�R�Q�W�U�R�O���3�R�O�L�F�\�����&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�� �L�Q�������������F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���D�Q��
�X�Q�S�U�H�F�H�G�H�Q�W�H�G�������������������K�H�F�W�D�U�H�V���R�I���F�R�F�D�����F�D�S�D�E�O�H���R�I���\�L�H�O�G�L�Q�J�����������P�H�W�U�L�F���W�R�Q�V���R�I���S�X�U�H���F�R�F�D�L�Q�H�����7�K�H��
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139 A hectare is about 2.5 acres.  
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/ondcp-reports-cocaine-production-colombia-leveling-off/. 
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Brookings Institution, January 2020. 
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Figure A-1. Relationship of U .N . and U.S. Estimates of Coca Cultivation and Cocaine 
Production in Colombia  

 
Source: Government Accountability Office (GAO), U.S. Counternarcotics Assistance Achieved Some Results, But 
State Needs to Review the Overall U.S. Approach, GAO-19-106, December 2018. 
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glyphosate for aerial eradication of coca. 
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�F�R�P�P�L�W�W�L�Q�J���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���U�H�S�O�D�F�H���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�F�D���F�U�R�S�V���Z�L�W�K���O�L�F�L�W���F�U�R�S�V�����,�Q���V�R�P�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q�V�����W�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P��
�L�V���H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�R���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�� �W�K�D�W���F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H���F�R�F�D���D�Q�G���W�R���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U�V���R�I���O�H�J�D�O���F�U�R�S�V���D�Q�G���O�D�Q�G�O�H�V�V��
�K�D�U�Y�H�V�W�H�U�V��144���7�K�H���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�O�V�R���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���D���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���R�I���E�R�W�K��
�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�D�U�\���D�Q�G���I�R�U�F�H�G���P�D�Q�X�D�O���H�U�D�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����6�R�P�H���D�Q�D�O�\�V�W�V���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�G���W�K�D�W���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�]�L�Q�J���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�D�U�\��
�H�U�D�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���F�R�X�S�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���U�R�E�X�V�W���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�G���R�Y�H�U���D���O�R�Q�J�H�U���W�L�P�H���I�U�D�P�H���D�Q�G��
�E�R�O�V�W�H�U�H�G���Z�L�W�K���Z�H�O�O���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���L�Q�W�H�U�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q���L�V���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���U�R�X�W�H���W�R���G�L�P�L�Q�L�V�K�� �F�R�F�D��
�F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q��145 

                                              
143 �³ �&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�����'�X�T�X�H�� �2�S�H�Q�V���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�� �Z�L�W�K���&�D�O�O�� �I�R�U���$�F�W�L�R�Q���´��Latin News Weekly Report, July 25, 2019. 

144 Juan Carlos Garzón-Vergara, Progress Report on Coca Crop Substitution in Colombia: Trends, Challenges and 
Recommendations, Fundación Ideas para la Paz, 2017. 
145 See, for example, Felbab-Brown, �'�H�W�R�[�L�I�\�L�Q�J���&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�¶�V���'�U�X�J���3�R�O�L�F�\�� �&�R�O�R�P�E�L�D�Q�¶�V���&�R�X�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�U�F�R�Wics Options and 
their Impact on Peace and State Building, Brookings Institution, January 2020. 
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Appendix B. Selected Online Human Rights 
Reporting on Colombia 
 

Organization  Document/Link  

Amnesty International https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/americas/colombia/ 

Committee to Protect 
Journalists 

http://cpj.org/americas/colombia/ 

Human Rights Watch 
Colombia 

http://www.hrw.org/americas/colombia 

Latin America Working 
Group 

http://www.lawg.org/our-campaigns/stand-by-colombias-victims-of-violence 

Programa Somos Defensores 
(We Are Defenders 
Program) 

https://somosdefensores.org/report-in-english-2/ 

Transparency International https://www.transparency.org/en/countries/colombia# 

United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) 

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/colombia.html 

U.S. Department of State, 
Country Report on Human 
Rights Practices, 2019 

https://www.state.gov/reports/2019-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/ 

Washington Office on Latin 
America (WOLA) 

http://www.wola.org/program/colombia 
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